The skills that most of the students utilized well were:

1) Studying with friends

2) Using the library or other quiet work places

3) Using teacher-provided study guides

4) Re-reading notes

5) Using the book

Some of the skills students had trouble with were:

1) Memorizing

2) Math in general

3) Looking at what is important from class notes

4) Staying on task

5) Writing papers that agreed with the professor’s specifications

I felt that the discussion held after this activity was extremely useful to my students. We mainly focused on what they could improve on, and I tried to offer a few suggestions for each. For memorization, I suggested making flashcards or using mnemonic devices. With flashcards, you get the benefit of making them (which constitutes studying itself through writing things down) and you can use them for repetition afterwards. Mnemonic devices work well with me, and I advised trying to come up with the most absurd scenarios to make things easier to remember. Help in math is readily acceptable here on campus. You can go to Professor’s office hours, TA office hours, Supplemental Instruction, the math walk-in center, and appointment tutoring. I made sure to emphasize that the biggest problem with math students is recognizing WHEN to get help, because if you wait too long, you lack the proper foundation to succeed. For class notes, the majority of professors I have had give hints during class on important topics, such as: “this might show up on a test,” or “I feel that this is really important because…” While it takes some getting used to, you will start to recognize when a professor intends to put a particular topic on the exam. Staying on task can be a problem, especially when a big assignment is due. If I were a betting man, I would say that there has to be a positive correlation between the invention of Facebook and students asking for extensions on assignments. My biggest suggestion in this regard is to take due dates and move them up a few days for small assignments and a week ahead for big assignments. That way if something unexpected does come up, I have the allotted time to make the adjustment. It may seem hard at first, but you eventually become used to the routine of it. Lastly, papers can be hard if you do not know what to expect from your professor. The easiest way to circumvent this is to just finish the paper early and ask the professor to look your paper over. Most professors are willing to do this, and can equate to a great grade without stress on your part. Once the professor returns your paper, you are essentially handed directions to get an “A.” It is important to proofread your paper before you hand it in to your professor for the first time.


This are the majority of the points I brought up from the “expertise” I have after going through three years of general education classes and major requirements. I believe that most of these suggestions can bring an average student to an extraordinary one, and I hope that my students take what I said to heart.

